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required, and settle the price ; then the tanner, at his own
expense, was to send the leather to be examined and sealed
by the searchers. The Tanners evidently refused to accept
the award, for they were deprived of their civic rights as
freemen; but the next year a change in the mayoralty of
the city brought them relief. They were readmitted to the
freedom of the city, " from which on account of their trans-
gressions they had been expelled " ; and, in order to spare
them " the tedious labour and excessive inconvenience " of
the elaborate system of search instituted under the previous
mayor, the right of search was taken away from the other
crafts and restored to the Tannersx.
The main cause of friction between the gilds naturally 'One man,
arose over the demarcation of their industrial spheres. It *********
was a difficult task to draw a sharp line between allied
occupations, and the crafts jealously resented any attempts
at what they regarded as usurpation. The arrangements
made to prevent encroachment by one mistery upon the
territory of another were extremely detailed. The Cord-
wainers and Cobblers of London, for example, formed an
agreement that no person who meddled with old shoes
should sell new shoes2. The principle, one man one trade,
was well understood in the Middle Ages, although not always
realized in practice. At Oxford it was ordered that every
man should " keep and occupy his own proper craft or
occupation wherein he hath been brought up, so that by
their so doing every one of them may live by the other " 3. We
have here an exact expression of the mediaeval view of trade :
the individual was consciously subordinated to the interests
of the community, and the avowed purpose of all commercial
dealing was to enable each man to obtain a reasonable liveli-
hood and a ' sufficient' profit4. An attempt was made to
1  Ibid. ii. 162-166 (1430).
2  Riley, Memorials of London, 540 (1395).  3 Records of Oxford, 120 (1534).
4 On this account, also, trading on the part of men oi religion was
viewed with disfavour. In 1502 the abbot of Fountains was admonished
by the company of York Mercers not to buy and sell merchandise, " as a
free merchant, contrary to God's laws and man's, ye being a spiritual man
and of religion, and so your occupying is great damage and hurt to us
merchants in these parts " : York Mercers and Merchant Adventurers,
no.